Stalbridge Town Council Meetings

Town Council Meeting Minutes
Draft minutes of a meeting of the Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 12" November 2025.
(Held at The Hub Commencing at 7 p.m.)

Councillors present at the meeting:
K Garland (Chairman), P Hancock, N Penny, J Wardell, N Andrews, S Spicer & J Shehan.

Clerk for the meeting:

T Watson. Admin Officer P Channon was also present

J Vitali (Dorset Council Ward member) had given apologies

There were 2 members of the public present.

Open forum.

No comments

1. Co-option to Vacancy of Office for Town Councillor & Declaration of acceptance of Office.

Nomination papers had been received from S Spicer & J Shehan. Along with written confirmation of
eligibility to stand.

RESOLVED: S Spicer & J Shehan were co-opted to Council and their declaration of acceptance of
office was duly signed.

2. Toreceive apologies.
None.

3. To receive declarations of interest and requests for dispensations (Please notify the Town
Clerk prior to the meeting).

K Garland pecuniary item 8a in relation to the payments to IK Services.
S Spicer & P Hancock pecuniary item 14. in relation to the correspondence from Stalbridge Hall.

4. To approve the minutes of the meetings held on the 8" & 15 October 2025.

RESOLVED: The minutes of the meetings having previously been circulated to Councillors were
approved and signed by the Chairman.

5. To receive the Dorset Councillors report.
None.
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6. Future Town Vision Project: To receive members portfolio reports.

J Wardell — Open spaces. Subsequent to comments received in open forum at the previous TC
meeting the land agent who has committed to contacting the landowner and passing on the
concerns about the field not being cut adjacent to FP N51/1 from Grosvenor Rd to Wood Lane.
Attend the North Dorset Tourism workshop. (Full repot in meeting papers).

The Chairman thanked N Andrews for laying the TC wreath at the Remembrance service.
7. Future Town Vision Project: To receive members portfolio proposals.

a. That the Town Council creates a working group, comprising of interested councillors and
other residents to develop a programme of fauna & flora improvements within areas of the
town. P Hancock

A detailed proforma had been provided in the meeting papers and P Hancock introduced the
concept of the project, with the aim of improving the Towns appearance.

RESOLVED: That the Town Council creates a working group, comprising of interested councillors
and other residents to develop a programme of fauna & flora improvements within areas of the
town.

b. That having obtained permission under Section 211 of the Town and Country Planning Act
1990, to carry out the Tree Works as detailed in the proposal of 10.09.25, (Proposed Tree
Work Schedule Phase One) tenders for the work are sought. J Wardell

RESOLVED: To seek tenders for proposed Tree Work Schedule Phase One.

8. Finance.
a. To receive a list of payments & receipts for October.

Link to list payments

Link to list receipts

RESOLVED: List of payments & receipts made under delegated terms for November received.
K Garland abstained in relation to the payment to IK Services.

9. To consider the Town council’s position in relation to the potential town event ‘Don’t panic
Festival’ and give further instruction. J Wardell

RESOLVED: That the Town Council is keen to see projects that bring benefits to the Towns health
and economy, however Town Council members appointment to the festival committee team
would mean that should any festival matters come to the Town Council they would need to
declare an interest and potentially not take part in the debate or vote, which may be detrimental
to any support the Town Council could possibly provide in the future.

10. To appoint the internal auditor for the financial period 25.26 and agree the terms of the audit.
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The Clerk suggested the Town Council engage with Parish & Town Auditing services who had
provided terms of the audit.

RESOLVED: To appoint Parish & Town Auditing services the internal auditor for the financial period
25.26

11. To specify the members to make response to Dorset Council on behalf of the Town Council on
planning applications which meet the criteria for delegated response.

P Channon explained that the current system which involved full Council required review.

RESOLVED: The following members to make response to Dorset Council on behalf of the Town
Council on planning applications which meet the criteria for delegated response. J Wardell, N
Penny, N Andrews & J Shehan.

12. To agree the final design & purchase cost of the Hub sign package.

Quotations have been received from suppliers of the agreed range of signage for The Hub and
members were asked for their design preferences for the gate sign.

RESOLVED: Sign package agreed with the gate design option of light lettering on a dark wood stain.

13. To agree the public WC closure for the Christmas period from 2pm Sat 20" Dec to 9am Frid 2™
Jan 2026.

RESOLVED: To close the public WC’s for the Christmas period from 2pm Sat 20th Dec 2025 to 9am
Frid 2nd Jan 2026.

14. Town Clerks report & Correspondence:

Clerks Report
STC web site stats in the last 30 days — visits 899, page views 1,689, average page views per visit

2.14.
Stalbridge.info web site stats ending 16.10.25 28,680 views / reach
Hub building 5 year electrical survey is in the process of being done.

Correspondence
Stalbridge hall — re support for S106 funds

The Clerk was instructed obtain the up-to-date available section 106 funds status and reply to the
Hall Management Committee requesting more detailed information regarding the project i.e.
project plan & costings & quotes.

S Spicer & P Hancock abstained from the debate.
L Burffitt - re making the cross purple for Disability Awareness 3rd December 2025

Members were not sure that the lights around the cross were bright enough to show up a colour J
Wardell offered to liaise.

RESOLVED: Press and public were excluded in conjunction with standing order 3d.
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Corn store land update & instruction.

15. Planning
a. To respond to Dorset Council planning consultations.
None.

b. Recent planning decisions of Dorset Council

P/CLP/2025/05583. Change of use & conversion of agricultural building into 3no. dwellings (Use
Class C3) under Class Q of Schedule 2 Part 3 of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted
Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended). Priors Down Farm Stalbridge, Sturminster
Newton DT10 2RS. Withdrawn 5.11.25

P/FUL/2025/05064. Proposed Entrance Canopy, Single storey Kitchen Extension, replacement roof
finish to existing front elevation single storey building and disabled Ramp together with associated
works. Stalbridge Hall Ring Street Access To Hall, Stalbridge. Granted 24.10.25

P/LBC/2025/05160. Install Replacement Timber Door and Two Replacement Timber Windows in
South Elevation. Antioch Eastop Lane Stalbridge Weston DT10 2SF. Granted 27.10.25

P/HOU/2025/05161. Construction of Wildlife Pond and Garden Retaining Walls. Antioch Eastop Lane
Stalbridge Weston DT10 2SF. Granted 27.10.25

P/FUL/2025/04153. Erect 2 Residential Dwellings with Garage Block. Woodmount Station Road
Stalbridge DT10 2RQ. Granted 3.11.25

c. Report on responses to planning consultations
None.

d. Appeals and matters of report from previous applications
None.

e. Members planning matters of report
None.

16. The next meeting of the Town Council will be on Tuesday 9" December 2025 (change from
calendar from Wednesday 17*" December to facilitate business requiring earlier transaction)

There being no further business the Meeting closed at 8.10 pm.
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