
STALBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
Clerk:  T Watson   

TheHub@Stalbridge, 
 Station Road, Stalbridge, Sturminster Newton, Dorset, DT10 2RG. 

Tel 01963 364276.  
Email: clerk@stalbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk 

Draft  minutes  Town  Council  meeting   09/09/15   Page    19   

Draft  minutes  of  The  Town  Council  Meeting  held  at  the  above  address  on  Wednesday    
7th  October  2015  commencing  at  7pm.  
Present  Councillors:  G  Carr-­Jones  (Chair),  P  Ashcroft,  P  Brember,  T Bishop,  J  Cowley,  K 
Gar land , D Hine,  R  Knapp,  C Moore & J   Wardell.    
W  Batty-­Smith  (North  Dorset  Dist.  Cllr.)    was  present.  
T  Watson  (Clerk)  
In  attendance      
There  were  3  members  of  the  public  in  attendance.  

Welcome  to  members  of  the  public  and  introductions.  
1.   Community Open Forum.   
B Russell asked members to consider  moving the library sign from the honesty library to the entrance 
lobby above the library entrance. Agreed to circulate photos of sign and proposed location.  
2.   To  receive  apologies.  
Apologies had been received in advance of the meeting from B Penfold.  
Apologies had been received P  Batstone  (Dorset  County  Cllr.)    
3.     Declarations  of  interest.  
K  Garland  declared  a  pecuniary  interest  item  15a  (IK  services)  and  stated  that  she  would  abstain  
from  the  vote  on  that  payment.    
4.   To  approve  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  -­  held  on  9th  September  2015.    
RESOLVED:  The  minutes  of   the  meeting  having  previously  been  circulated  to  Councillors  
were  approved  and  signed  by  the  Chairman.  
5.   To  receive  Town  Councillors  reports.    
P  Brember  –  Will  be  attending  meeting  of  the  Youth  Management  Committee  and  will  make  a  
subsequent  report  to  Council.  
D  Hine  –  Thanks  for  the  dropped  kerb  installed  on  path  from  Pound  Close  to  Dikes  car  park.  
Works  on  the  ring  refurbishment  phase  two  do  not  appear  to  be  as  the  quotation.  
K  Garland  –  Attended  Sturminster  Newton  High  School  open  morning  with  P  Ashcroft.  Suggested  
letter  of  thanks.  
T  Bishop  –  Northern  Dorset  LAG  is  up  and  running.  Happy  to  go  back  on  the  Stalbidge  Hall  
Committee.  
P  Ashcroft  –  Date  stone  on  the  Ring  looks  good.  
J  Wardell  –  Attended  the  Library  Management  Group  open  mtg.  Library  newsletter  update  required  
on  the  TC  web  site.      
C  Moore  arrived  at  the  meeting  and  stated  that  he  had  no  declarations  of  interest.      
6.   To  receive  North  Dorset  District  Councillors  reports.  
W  Batty-­Smith  advised  that  there  had  been  an  informal  site  visit  in  conjunction  with  the  solar  park  
application  and  that  the  application  would  be  considered  by  the  NDDC  Development  Management  
Committee  on  Tues  13th  October.  He  advised  that  the  tri-­council  merger  is  progressing.  
  
7.   To  receive  the  Dorset  County  Councillors  report.  
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None.  
8.   To  consider  a  request  from  residents  of  Stapleford  Court  for  a  bench  on  the  D  shaped  

grass  outside  the  Station  Rd  public  WC’s  and  give  further  instruction.      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      K  Garland  
It  was  noted  that  at  the  moment  the  land  in  question  does  not  belong  to  Stalbridge  TC.  The  item  
was  added  to  the  members  wish  list  for  the  16.17  precept.  
9.   To  consider  the  quotations  for  groundworks  outside  the  library  to  match  the  rest  of  the  

building  and  give  further  instruction.                                                                                              J  Wardell          
J   Watts   addressed   the   meeting   and   expressed   disappointment   that   all   the   shrubs   were   to   be  
removed.   She   offered   a   solution   that   the   shrubs   be   maintenance   by   an   established   group   of  
volunteers.   It   was   noted   that   the   reason   behind   removing   the   shrubs   was   the   fact   that   the    
maintenance  was  costly  and  neither  the  TC  nor  LMG  had  been  successful  in  finding  volunteers  to  
manage  the  garden   in   this  area.  G  Carr-­Jones  was  pleased  to  hear   that  a  group  of  people  were  
volunteering  to  take  on  the  maintenance  and  suggested  the  TC  fund  an  initial  professional  trim  and  
clearance,  from  which  point  the  group  could  continue  maintenance.  Whilst  some  members  had  a  
preference  that   the  grounds  of   the  building  at  both  end  should  match,  others  were  happy  for   the    
volunteer  group  have  a  go  at  keeping  the  shrubs  at  the  library  end  of  the  building  maintained.    
RESOLVED:  It  was  proposed  and  agreed  that  the  TC  fund  an  initial  trim  and  clearance  of  the  
area  to  a  value  of  £500.00  maximum  and  then  that  the  area  will  be  management  by  a  
volunteer  group  lead  by  J  Watts.  
10.   To  consider  a  formal  approach  to  DCC  Environment  and  Economy  Directorate  to  take  

forward  implementation  of  proposals  to  extend  the  Trailway  in  the  parish  and  then  
towards  Sturminster  Newton.”  and  give  further  instruction.               J  Wardell  

J  Wardell  gave  an  update  on  progress  to  date.  Concerns  were  expressed  at  the  perception  that  
that  the  TC  were  responsible  for  the  lack  of  progression.  This  was  certainly  not  the  case,  as  
everything  that  could  be  done  locally  was  in  place  pending  progression  by  DCC,  which  had  not  
taken  place  .  Whilst  members  appreciated  the  current  financial  constraints  imposed  on  the  
Countryside  Service  they  felt  that  it  was  imperative  that  the  project  be  progressed  to  the  economic  
benefit  of  Stalbridge.  
RESOLVED:  It  was  proposed  and  agreed  to  write  to  DCC  Coast  &  Countryside  Service  
Manager  in  order  to  express  the  TC’s  eagerness  to    move  forward  with  implementation  of  
proposals  to  extend  the  Trailway  in  the  parish  and  then  towards  Sturminster  Newton.  
11.   For  the  Town  Council  to  cover  the  ongoing  cost  of  the  Playfields  Trust  public  liability  

and  trustee  indemnity  insurance  premium.                                                                D  Hine         
The  Clerk  advised  that  the  cost  of  the  policy  was  £265.00  to  cover  the  Playing  Fields  Trust  for  
Public  liability  of  £5  million  and  trustee  indemnity  of  £1  million.  The  level  of  cover  and  policy  
content  had  been  approved  by  the  Playing  Fields  Trust.  It  was  noted  that  the  policy  does  not  cover  
events    managed  by  a  third  part  i.e.  Scouts  Group  bonfire  night  event  and  the  Football  Club  five  
aside  tournament.  The  Playing  fields  Trust  will  need  to  ensure  these  and  similar  events  run  by  third  
parties  are  cover  by  their  own  insurance,  as  part  of  their  permission  to  hold  the  evets  at  the  
Playing  Fields.    
RESOLVED:  It  was  prosed  and  agreed  to  make  a  grant  to  the  Playfields  Trust  to  cover  the  
cost  of  the  public  liability  and  trustee  indemnity  insurance  premium  for  the  current  year  
subject  to  the  completion  of  a  grant  application  form.                                  



STALBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL 
Clerk:  T Watson   

TheHub@Stalbridge, 
 Station Road, Stalbridge, Sturminster Newton, Dorset, DT10 2RG. 

Tel 01963 364276.  
Email: clerk@stalbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk 

Draft  minutes  Town  Council  meeting   09/09/15   Page    21   

12.   To  respond  the  DAPTC  draft  ‘Working  Together’  report                
Members  were  broadly  accepting  of  the  executive  summary  and  the  recommendations  and  actions  
to  achieve  them  and  look  forward  to  progression  on  the  project  report  content  and  the  actions  to  
achieve.        
13.   To  review  the  annual  inventory  inspection  and  give  further  instruction.  
The  Clerk   reported   that   the   overall   risk   for   both   Jarvis   Field   and   jubilee   play   areas   is   low.   The  
required  playground  remedial  works  are  in  process.  During  this  year  The  Cross  survey  will  be  carried  
out  and  remedial  works  and  painting  of  the  benches  and  the  bus  stop.      
RESOLVED:  There  was  general  agreement  that  the  annual  review  had  been  thorough  and  
comprehensive.  
14.   Correspondence:  as  detailed  in  annex.  1a.  

Date   From   Info   Action  
28.09.15   DCC   Consultation  Dorset  

Cultural  Strategy  2016  –  
2021  

Noted    

17.09.15   DWP   Councillors  guide     Noted    
22.09.15   DCA   Invitation  to  'A  Community  

Network  Tuesday  20th  
October      

Agreed  to  forward  to  the  
Information  Office  

23.09.15   DCC     Invitation  to  drop  in  
sessions  on  the  future  of  
youth  services  

P  Brember    &  B  Penfold  
attending    

29.09.15   DCC   Electoral  review  of  Dorset  
final  recommendations    

Noted    

08.09.15   Simon  Hoare  MP     Introduction  letter     Noted    
02.10.15   R  Bell  DCC  Highways     Response  to  the  TC  letter  

regarding  signage  on  
Station  Rd.  

Clerk  was  instructed  to  write  
thanking  for  the  prompt  reply  
and  to  advise  that  the  TC  have  
fulfilled  their  obligation  in  
reporting  the  matter.    

  
15.   Finance.  

a.   To  approve  the  accounts  as  presented  in  annex  1b.  For  payment.  
EM  PWLB  DD   Office  loan  2nd  payment  2015   £3,614.42  
T  Watson   In  lieu  cable  display  system   £71.33  
T  Watson   Salary  October   £1,010.75  
P  Garraway   Salary  October   £199.49  
Dorset  County  Pension  fund   emp  &  emply  pension  cont.  October   £260.56  
HMRC   Tax  &  Ni  October     £378.11  
IK  Services     DD  Street    &  hub  cleaning    September  2015   £1,729.17  
PHS   3  x  sanitary  disposal  YR   £175.46  
DD  EON   Electricity  Station  Rd  WC's  22.08-­15.09   £19.61  
Additions to Annex 1a.        
Direct  office  supplies     copy  paper     £16.80  
DD  BT   Line  &  re-­directs  364177  01-­31.10.15   £52.27  
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DD  BT     Line  &  re-­directs  364276  01-­31.10.15   £132.68  
Great  Western  IT   Web  site  maint.  1st,  2nd,  3rd  qtrs  2015   £270.00  
T  Watson   In  lieu  Toner  cartridge  purchase   £88.55  
RBL   Wreath   £25.00  
Tennyson  Insurance     Playing  fields  Trust  grant  for  insurance     £265.00  

 
RESOLVED:  It  was  proposed  by  D  Hine  seconded  by  J  Wardell  and  all  agreed  to  approve  
the  payments  as  presented. 
K  Garland  abstained  from  the  vote  on  that  payment  approval  to  IK  Services. 
16.   Clerks  report  on  matters  arising.  
Increase  in  the  rate  of  Insurance  Premium  Tax  -­  from  6%  to  9.5%  with  effect  from  the  1st  
November  2015.      
Computer  in  the  Tim  Stone  room  –  The  old  computer  cannot  be  networked.  Members  agreed  to  
take  no  action.  
Spotlight  Stalbridge  -­  Information  Office  volunteers  will  be  producing  standing  displays  on  specific  
subjects  for  the  main  room.  
Blocked  gullies  –  Reminded  members  to  report    before  winter.  
Stalbridge  Weston  –  Clearance  of  the  inside  of  the  bus  shelter.  Agreed  .  
Stalbridge  Weston  –  e  mail  communication  group.  Agreed  to  leaflet  drop    
RESOLVED:  In  accordance  with  standing  order  5axx.  It  was  proposed  and  agreed  to  
exclude  the  press  and  public  for  agenda  Item  17.    
17.  To  receive  members  comments  for  the  Clerks  appraisal.  
The  Clerk  left  the  meeting  and  K  Garland  took  notes.    
18.   Date  of  the  Next  meeting  -­  The  next  Town  Council  meeting  will  be  held  on      Wednesday  4th  

November  2015.  All  items  for  inclusion  on  the  agenda  must  be  received  by  the  Clerk  by  
9.00am  on  Tuesday  27th    October  2015.  

  
  
There  being  no  further  business  the  Meeting  closed  at  8.45  pm  
  
  


